
The HONORABLE CONGRESSMAN GERRY STUDDS
G/O HOUSE OF REPRE.SENTATIVES

. ,WASflI~'GT<iN ::D~C"'20515' '. ~. .\' ... ..

,Dear ,M.r Sttidd's .
. 'I' am retired 'and derive many h9urs' of enjoyment ·£roin constrliCting 'an~ :operating radio'

c.on'trolled airplanes, boats and cars. I have a life long interest in aviation; werking many years at
a local airport.' I spent several years in the air force during the second world' war. I am very
cQncerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies 'currently assigned for model use and increase risk
of accidents and attendant liability for controlling. model planes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz 'band . this band is primarily used for pri:vate
land mobile dispatch operations. However,~ur radio control frequencies in this band are far e!10ugh
apart from the land mobile freq uencies that we have been able to share the \>andwithout; ei~!ler' use
interfering with the other. .

Now the FCC to wants create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model planes, only 19
frequencies will be left if the new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model planes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of
the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination of use of radio control frequencies. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested
and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many of our models have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as
30 to 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build: but more to the point they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the
operator to lose control of the craft. We fly our models at organized events and contests where
hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in
order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as
business users of radios, b'ut we have a considerable in vestment in our models and in our radio
equipment. the hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the PCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band

This is not a " form " letter, it was composed on my personal computer and truly expresses my
feelings. People not in the know think we~ with "toy" airplanes, not true. they are complicated
and expensive. As for commercial use of our hobby, look to the movies. nearly aU dangerous
spectacular stunts or crashes are done by model aircraft, this in its self save lives so we can enjoy
a good movie.

Sincerly
/

.' (/1// ,F. )./v.. FJ/ ~.l-':"'~/

9 Lincoln Circle
Carver,Ma.02330
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Th~ Honorable Gerry Studds
%, U.S. House o-F Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Deat- Mr Studds:

I am t-et'i t-edand der i VEl many ·hoLws of enjoyment ft-om constt-uct l,ng
~nd operatihgradio controlled mo~~l airplanes. I ·am very concerned,
~bout 'propb~ed';ules that a~~'cur~~ntl~ under co~sideration b; the
Feder~l Communi~ations Com~ission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket
92-235. I-F.adop~ed, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increse the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we are able to share the
band without either use interfering with the other.

Now The FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frquencies and.cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are now available for 'model
airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection 0+ property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
ce:1.l"eful cocwdination and use 0+ the t-adi.o contt-ol 1-t-equencies. If the
number 0+ usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety
will be greatly reduced.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
propet-ty damage, ses~ous injury, OK even death if radio interference
causes loss of contt-ol o-f the ct-a-ft. We often -fly out- models at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate.
We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to
assure a safe -flying environment. '

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions o-f the land mobile radio users at. the expense of
t-adio control modelet-s. The FCC may not think we at-'e" impot-tant as
business users of radios, but we have a very considerable investment in
our mo~els and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours
of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development' of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
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The Honorable Gerry Studds
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.:'. 29515

Dear Mr. Studds:

. {58. WheelerSt ..':" .
.. Rehoboth MA 02769

31JAN92
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My sons and I are attive in: the construction a.nd operation. of radio
controlled model aircraft. The hobby has bought us hours· of entertainment
and a much improved understanding of how things work: mechanically,
electronically, and aeronautically. The Academy of Model Aeronautics
(AMA), Reston, VA, a non-profit organization which promotes the hobby,
has made me aware of PR Docket 92-235, which would greatly impair the
safe use of many of the presently assigned frequencies. The AMA
promotes safe operation and provides liability insurance for the extremely
unlikely (but still possible) occurance of damage to property or person. We
are responsible citizens. The safe operation of our aircraft is absolutely
dependent on the orderly assignment of radio frequencies.

The proposed rule changes would would create additional land
mobile frequencies that are too close to our presently assigned frequencies
to allow safe operation. I appreciate that mobile communication is
important for business, and we have to share an increasingly crowded
radio frequency spectrum, but we just went under new rules in 1991. The
bandwidth was narrowed and thousands of us spent money to have our
equipment retrofitted to meet the new FCC specifications. Its clear the FCC
has completely discounted our significance. There are thousands of us
spending millions of dollars every year. I just bought a $400 transmitter
(Made in USA), for example. This is an excellent hobby that fosters interest
in remote control, electronics, telemetry, composite materials, battery
technology, aeronautics and other disciplines that enhance our national
competitiveness. Please do what you can to have the FCC reconsider this
proposal. Thank you.

Sincerely,

PS I always voted for you when I
work.

Tom Graeber
T(JYLjJ~
P~t~LGraeber n
-PJ.;\v,- i-) (\!Js:Yv~
Paul Graeber

t~tJ~
lived in Plymouth. Keep up the good
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The Honorable Gerry Studds
%. U.S. House 0+ Representatives
Washirigton, DC 20515

Dear Mr Studds: .
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FEB 05 1993
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I am retired and derive many hours of ~njoyment frd~ constructing
and opet-ating ra~,i.o con,tt-olled model a,irplanes.· ':J am vet~y concerned
"about proposed rules' that at-e CLltTent I y undet- cbns i det-at i on by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The'proceeding is PR Docket
92-235. If.adopted~ the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increse the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primat-ily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
Howevet-~ our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we are able to share the
band without either use interfering with the other.

Now The FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result~ many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frquencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are now available for 'model
airplanes~ only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly model airplanes undet- radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection 0+ property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control +requencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety
will be greatly reduced.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 40 pounds. The models themselves are
e>:pensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serlous injury, OK even death if radio interference
causes loss of corftt-ol of the craft. We often fly our models at
organized events and contests where hundt-eds of operators participate.
We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to
assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to i~prove the
operating conditions of the land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are important as
business users of t-adios, but we have a very considerable investment in
our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours
of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contt-ibutes to the
advancement and development of the commet-cial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

t~M~J /J;Ja.
t)~S-..:3h
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ThE:' :'-i Ci n (J !,- ,s.l~j 1 t:·::, [I i-~! 1'·' ;'~ ,>,., :::; -;::. u :j d :=-
%. U.S. House o~ Representatives
Washington, 'DC 20515

Deat- Ht: St'udds:

fEB,'O'S'1993:.,,

, I am retire~ and' derive many hours o~enjoyment ~romconstructing

andope}-at; i ng. t-adio ,contt~oll-ed model Cl.i tOP lanes~ I .am vet.-y concet-,ned ..
abm:\t propo'~,ed !'-ule~: 'thCl,t' c;l.t-e cun-ently undet- 'c'onsidet-ation"by th~?
Federal Commu~ic2tions Commis~ion (FCC). The proceeding ii PR Docket
92--235.1+ Cl.dopted, the new t-ules ~jill gi·-eat.ly t-educe the uSCl,bilit.y o~

~requencies currently assigned ~or model use and increse the risk o~

accidents and attendant liability ~or controlling model airplanes.
Our radio contral -Frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This

band is primarily used ~or private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control ~requencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile ~requencies that we are able to share the
band without either use inter~ering with the other.

Now The FCC wants to create more land mobile ~requencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobile ~requencies will move closer to the radio
control frquencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 ~requencies that are now available for model
airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
2\doptecl.

When we fly model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
care~ul coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety
will be greatly reduced.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
10 ~eet and weigh as much as 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference
causes loss of control of the craft. We often -Fly our models at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate.
We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to
assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of the land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are important as
business users of radios, but we have a very considerable investment in
our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours
of enJoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to cClrry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

,-' r-"-E.;t-e1-r~~t/£, -/
rg~/~. Budlong :;r

234 Sandalwood Dr
Cotuit, MA 02635
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Dear Mr. Studds,
I pursue an interest in flying and aviation history bX building and flying

radi9 contJ:"olled scale' mode"l aircraft. Currentl~-t I have a "m6s!el of the
ubiqultous Piper "Cub" nearing co~pleiion and have m4teriils and equipment for
tw~ other scale projects on hand.

I am concerned al)out proposed rules that are' now under c011sideratiori bv the
Federal Communicat~on$ .Co·mmission (FCC);.: .;The proceeding. is' l?ibD0Ck~t.92-23.5.
If adDpted, these rules 'will significanti y; redticethe usabiiit~:' of r~equenc{es
curren'tly assigned 'for model use and increase the risk of acci"dents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are ill the 72 - 76 MHz baneL This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. 1l00.;ever, our
frequencies in this band are spaced far enough from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without interference.

The FCC now proposes to create more land mobile frequencies by splittillg
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many
land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and
cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are available today for radio control of model airplanes, only
19 will be left available for interference-free use if the nel'; rules are adopted.

Flying radio controlled model airplanes, we take particular care to assure
the safety of operators and bystanders and to protect property. Our safety
precautions include the careful coordination and use of th" radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is effectively diminished as
pr'oposed by t.he FCC t the remai n i ng' f requenc j es h'i 1 I beconi'" congested and the
margin of safety will be gre&tly ~educed.

~h.illy.model airplanes have h'jng spans ill) to 10 feet and ht'igh as much as -10
pounds. These 0 r any size mode I s can cause pruperty damag;-~, St' I' i OllS i nj II ry, ',j ,­

even deat.h jf t"adjo jnter-ference results.in loss of opera.tor' cont.roJ. ~~:e oft~·:·i;

n.:- our Hlodels ell. or'gall izeti event.s a.nd cont.ests .cltt.end(~d by hund!"c:t!;'; of uL"crotd.~i;S

and similar aT' gl'eat.er numbers of spectators. The use of our full complemenc uf
r'adin frequenc ies is necessary to asslIr-€ a safe flyi ng (:ny i r"onmenL

The FCC should not seek t.o impr'ove thf' oper'at.ing conditions of Jand mGh Ie
radio llsers at the expense of radio control modele;·s. The Fe"\: mil~' m,L consider'
hohb~,jst:.:; as important as business user's of !'adic':"o, but h'e h:'J\l':' ci)nsidc'!'o'i];l'
invest.ment, in OUT" models iindin ()lit· r'adi,: ,.-:ql]iiment. Tndt""d, m()d,,~ ,c:iri,Ll;l(-"-o
t.l!(Jnse 1\"es are a mul t.! -mt.1.1 ion dol Jar -i ndustr; today 111 the Lni t_~:.:d St.3.:.e~.. T!\(O
hobby In'ov ides count.Jess hours of enjoyment to tholJsands of p,'up 1(: ];]; Hie·' :ii,,;

cont.ributes to tht~ education of our young people and 1.0 t.he .~-l.d\"ali<.:enH~nt and
development of the commercial aviation industr,y.

Please help me continuE' the sRfe enjo:,'menL ,)1 Ill~' J.',st)m" by UP)!U".. !]>::; :!:
FCC proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz ha.nd. ..!'n,\ as:". i s tancT l.ll:lL ~ '. Ii ;)1' c:1j I' cd f , ,:'"
can prc)\jde on this matter h'ill be gI'pat.ly ifj)[if',ociated.
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February 2, 1993
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The Honorable Gary studds
u.s. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
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I build and fly radio controlled aircraft as a hobby.
I derive great satisfaction from building the model
and tremendous fun and enjoyment in flying it when it
is finished. I am active in two local flying clubs in
my area and am a member of the Academy of Model
Aeronautics, the national association.

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposal
contained in PR Docket 92-935 which involves the
splitting ofcert~in ~adio frequencies irito n~~~o~er
band widths .. If a~opted, the new rulei"wili greatly
reduce the usabillty of frequenci8s curre~tly assigned
for model use, greatly increase the risk of accidents
and expose those of·us who participate in the hobby to
additional liability.

,.

The radio frequencies used to control RC aircraft are
in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used
for private land mobile dispatched operations. Because
the radio control freque'-lcies w:" thin U:e band are
S!lff icient.l~/ f2l:!::"en~l!3'"h :~par~ ~::-C'ln th.'-= l::-.nd mc>bi Ie
frequencies, we have been able to share the band
without either US8 interfering with the other.

Hov,;ever, the FCC has proposed to create more land
mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
band widths and rearranging the band plan. This will
result in many land mobile frequencies moving closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control o!:-'e,rat i.uns. It is my
understanding that of the 50 frcq~:cncies -eha!:. are
presently ctvailahle fo ... /'c~c!io c()(ltrol ~Il)<.lel airpl,;)nes
only 19 frequencies will ~e lef~ if che new ru12s are
adopted.
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. 'The Honor~Gle Gerry St~dd~ .
%U.S. House 6~ Representativ0s
Washington, DC 20S15

! have oeen i ntet-ested in mode I aviat ion ·fot- <-'5 long as I can
reme~ber. I am very a~tive in. a loea) club whose m~mbers enjoy
construc~i~g and operating radio controlled model airplanes. I am very
conce~nEdabout proposed rules that are'carrently Dnder consideration

.: .,' .by.' 't·h~··:·Fi?det:".!lJ· CommunI Gat ions 'COitlffil'SSi:"C'f! ('FCC). Thepn1CE!f.:'ding.is p~:.

Dockt7't '7:::-,:2'35.. . If: "',dc:ipted:.· the ne~"1. t-ules':laii 11 gt-ea.t: Iy Ic€?duCE~ th':;:~

usability of 'frequencies currently assigne~ for mO~21 use ~nd increse
tilE' i'i~k u,r accidents 2,nd at:tendant li2bilit.y -Fot- cont.i'-ol1 inr;.i model
a i t- P 1 i::lrlf,~~~; •

Our radio control ~requencies ar~ in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used ~or .private land mobile dispatch operations.
How~0er~ our radio control frequencies in this band are ~ar enough
apart from the land mobile ~requencies that we are able to share the
band without eithe~ use inter~ering wit~ the other.

Now The FCC ~·r8.nts to ct-eate mot-e land mobile oft"eqU€;lncies by
split.tingthem irtto nan-Ol,f-;et- bandwidths and t-eano-anging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
contt-ol -ft-quencies a"nd cause intet-fer-eAce to t-adio control opet-ations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are now available for model
airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be le~t if these new rules are
a.dopted. •

When we fly model airplanes unde~ radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
pl·otectj.ofl o·F pt-cJpet-tyu M2r~y of our ·sa~Ety pt-ecautions irlvolve the
ca~eful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
rlu~lt;2t- (~f usable ~t-2c1Llef1cies is diminished as Pt'o~}os2d by the FCC, ·the
t-Effiairi:i.;"lg 'fl"'eqt_t~~ncies wil.l becon~e congested 2J'ld tl-1P G12t·ogin o~ safety
will t~e gt"eatly r-aducec!a

P].22~;2 Uildet-~star~d t~12t ma:1Y model air~)lanes have wirlg spans up t.o
IC) '{~~2t 2~'~d weigt1 0S ffiUCtl as 40 JJounds. TJle models themselves at-e
2~'~i:)2f'lssive tel t:}Llj.J.d; bt.lt more to the poir1t~ t;'ley ar"e (.:d~,)ab12 o~ =2.u~i~~J

pr-opel·-ty damage, ser-iou5 j.fljUt~y, Ot- even ejeatl"i i~ "-adio irlte~'~~et-eflC2

C~;~'g2("iize(1 Everlts afld cor1tests where hUf1dt-eds o~ c:t~Jet-atol'-s par-ticipaten
We r'12ed t~"2 llse (J{= (Jlll'- full complement 0'[ r2dj.c~ ·fl~equenc:j.es i.rl c)t"det- ·tc~

assure a safe -Flying environment.
I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the

operating conditions of the land mobile radio users ot the expense o~

t··oc1i.(::l cc)r,tj'-cll (nc)(jelers" 'T'~le FCC R,ay not t~lir~~:: we al'-e impcJ!·-tant as
LJu '::: i nf~':"·~'3 u·:-:;£~ i-'~5 elF {.- E'. d] O~5:, but. Itle have a vel'- y ;-":0 n" j d~~ 1'- <'1b J. e i nVES· trnE nt J n
c:} •.~!~ (nc:!de].~; 31··,d j.l-l au?- t-ac1icJ eqllir~mer\t. T~'2 ~lobtJY IJt-c:)vj.cles ,narly t·lCJt.l!~?

0+ enjoyment to thousands of people like myselF 2nd contr-ibutes to the
;:'.':. d'".,,,,, .":';\ r! ':.: I:::':' iT: C~ i"; t~ ':,\ n c! cl C, \/ c:' 3. (J P !n c·:·:' n t C) -f t h i-~:! C C) inHI f;~ •.- c: i E:·I. :I ~-::\ \/ :;. 0. t.., :;. C) n i r"l ',j i... i. '.::; t i' - .~/ ..

r'].C2{;e t·\eJ.f) IT1e <:C)f1'tir1ue the sa·Fe pn.j(Jyn~21-)'t (~~t· a~y ~:Ja~;·t:;me by rl~)t

..~l.:\. ':, u ~:".,: i n :j t·. h :~.:.? r=- c: c: t Co' c.: e. {". f' "/ (J I.J tit. ~:; p t .. Ctr-:~ c! :.:.=, a. 1. ~::. ·r (J r" '1.'.'. h ':::.:' _.- ':~~ ·_·'7.:-.-:) ;,.: ;...j ~.:: [) ,~,,~. r'i c:~ "
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I am retired and derive many hours of.enjoymerit from constructing
and operating radio controlled model airplanes. I em very c6ncerned

abc:el:~+:: P.:~DI:)r~_~s~(~ ... ~!:.l.]:(~:~S:: ~t·:;t ..:H~·: _(:-\~~!.-~'n~~y un~f;:~;~ .~!::~:.~:.~,~:~~',.-ati~J: .~~ .~h~ .. ~F'
F~df.. tal: CPItlIJ\ .. f.l. __.at.r mn..., _._·.omm 1 .~S 1 L.. ,F .~,._) . ,lI,.. l-:' t_ _ hnt.J .1.,,. F.E,_ 0 ~ .. f_ ...

9~;?""':2~~::;~;;: 1+=' Et dc)p t. e.c1:t ·t-r·18 nE~l/...l r" t.~ 1 E.~~. ~J iII q !.- 2·d. t 1 'y" ~.w f::! c:lL~!:: 't7~ t t-H:'~ . u. s··:). b"i 'I i t~! .{j·F
. . .

l.. !. '~~. ~::::. ,"::"t n d :j. n c:: !". E·! -::::. {.::~ t. h (.:-:: t~ i .~:. k c} .)=

accidents ar'd atterlc:!ar"t liabj.lity fot- cc~ntt-olling fDo(jel

OU~ r-adio C:{JI~tr-c~]. ~t-equencies at-e in tIle 72--76 M~~7 ba,ndll Thi~.;

band is primarily used ~or private land mobile dispatch operations.
However. our radio control ~requencies in this band are ~ar enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we are able to share the
band without either use inter~ering with the other.

Now The FCC wants to create more land mobile fre~uencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobile ~requencies will move closer to the radio
control frquencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are now available ~or model
airplanes, only 19 ~requencie5 will be le~t i~ these new rules are
-:l dop t (;~ cj.

Wherl we ~ly model airplanes u!lder r-adio c:ontr'ol we go to gr"eat
lengths to a~5S\Jre the sa+ety o~ the opet-atot-S and bystanders and the
Pt··CJtectj.Of1 {)F ~Jt-of)et-ty
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Sincerely,

JSC/ed
COR5\C-185

February 2, 1993
Page :Two
.Th~ Honorable Gary Studds

As one of your constituents, I am appealing to you to
allow me and the thousands of other hobbyists to
continue the safe enjoyment of our hobby by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the
72-76 MHz band.

. - . .
-.. '·'>'-.-':<,1 :h"?-ve-<,'ttto' -pr indi'pa-l '~once'~ns- :wit::h" re·spec·t'>to .tl)e.~-'" . -.' 0.', ..~ .. 0.:•.. ,,-

proposed rule change. My first concern is with safety.
My second concern is with the cdntinued viability of
n1e. hobby if:th~ FCC ch·arige·s are made.. . .

When I fly one of my models under radio control, I go
to great lengths to assure the safety and protection
of other operators, bystanders and property. Many of
the safety precautions instituted at recognized flying
clubs involve the careful coordination and use of the
radio control frequencies. If the number of useable
frequencies is diminished, as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining. frequencies will become congested and the
margin of safety will be greatly .decreased .

) a--- S. GtJ;lt!
~ames S. Corbett

I am ·also .concerned that the proposed rules changes,.
if enacted, will have a n~gative impact on the long­
term viability of the hobby. The models that I build
have. wingspans of four to six feet, weigh 8 to 15
pounds and fly at speeds up to 80 miles an hour ..
However, models with wingspans of 10 to 12 feet,
weighing 30 to 40 pounds and capable of flying at
speeds in excess of 200 mph are not uncommon. Each
model represents a significant financial investment.
A fairly basic model kit, four channel radio and
engine can easily cost between $400 and $500. On top
of that are the hundreds of ho~rs that I spend in
constructing the model and getting ft airworthy. To
have to replace all of my radios because the
frequencies were no longer available would be bad
enough. However, what would be worse would be to have
my "investment" destroyed because of radio
interference from more powerful transmitters on an
adjacent band width. If I lose control of my plane
through radio frequency interference, it becomes a
lethal object and poses a potential danger to both
people and property.

.. :.
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FehruaryS. 1993 ,
The Honprl1ble (Jerry St~dds _ _

- United ~tal.CsHouse of..Reprcscntativcs
Wa~hington,. D,C 20510_

Dear Mr. Studds:

I am an active Radio Controlled Model Aircraft hobbyist and competitor, and I belong to a local flying club
of 165 members called The Lazy Loopers Model Aircraft Club which is located in Wrentham MA.

Since developing this passion for model aviation, I have invested thousands of dollars and many hours of
.time leaming, building m~els, and competing in -local and 'national level flying competition~

:~·mooel aiicraft hobby-has been aniRtecf,sting~ fun' ~ay to'~veiydabbleiitthe sciences of.'
,mechanical, eleCtrical, and aeronautical engineering, and my"participation in the hobby has certainly
positively influenced my life.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted. the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controlling model aiIplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the
other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and
rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules
areadopt.ed.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be
greatJy decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 to 40
pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the
craft We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds ofoperators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio users
at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment The hobby
provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement
and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,
/
I -
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I have been interested in model aviatioN ~or as long as I can
remember. I am very active in a local club whose members enjoy
constr-ljcting and operating radio controlled m~del airplanes. 1 am ver-y
conCf,:)n1e.daboLlt pt-oposed t-Ules that at-e cLlt.Tently undet~ considet-ati9':"i
by t'hf:?'Fer.:lE:::Ti:ll· ·.toin·~~t!"1 i'cati o'nEi'''Comm i s's"i'!::in (FCC ).~. ·the· .pt-oceed i fl'g .is "PF:'
Doc·,I.:.· "_,,.\..... C'.,\~::._':::':-'"_.•• r.=;.. I ~= - d,-r; t ,~, cl tilE": r' 0'" t-'\l pc: W l' 1- 1 ;, ·-e·'.::l'-· 1'" t: "dL\r= t h .--"" _ _ '-I' • t c~ -_..I t.J _.~, -= J 1:••• \-"'t '\_'__ =" =' ' __ L)' 'I;:: _ ,;;;;. ! -=.~

usability o~ ~requencies currently as~igned ~or model use and Increse
the ri~k o~ accidents and attendant li~bility ~or controlling model
a. i I" P I ",1. rHO',,:; •

GL.W t'adio .contt-ol -F~-equencies al'-e in the 72-76 MHz band •. This
band is primarily used ~or .private land mobile dispatch operations.
Howe0er~ aur radio ~ontrol -Frequencies in this band are ~ar enough
apart -From the land mobile ~requencies that we are able to share the
band without eithe~ use interfering wit~ the other.

Now The FCC ~,r8.nts to ct-eate mot-e land mobile ~t·equencies by
splitting them irtto nart-O\i-set- bandwidths and t-ean-anging the band plan.
As a result~ many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
cont t-O 1 -Ft-quenc: i es ahd cause i ntel'-~erehce to t-adio contr-o loper-at ians..
I am told that of the 50 -Frequencies that are now available -For model
airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
'::1.doptE~d. •

When we ~ly model airplanes unde~ radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the sa~etv o-F the operators and bystanders and the
pt·cJt2ctic:)r~ o·F pt-Dpet-ty~ Many o·f C~Ut- °sa~ety pr-ecautions invol.ve tl'12
ca~eful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
rltlGbe!~ {J~ U~52t)].e ~~equer)cies is diIT\inished a~~ ~jr-oposed by the FCC, t~e
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10 ·Feet 2f"ld ~Jeiqh as much as 40 r)ounds~ TI,e models themselves at-e
2~'~~J2!·)sive to t){..tild; bllt more to tt12 poirlt, ttley at-e c:apable of c2us:i~'j
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(::2~1~~;2~; l~:JSS (~'f {:or·,tt-D]. o·F the (:I~a~tn We o·Fter1 fly (JUt- models at
Ot"ganized eV8flts ancl COfltests wlleI'-e hundr-eds o~ (Jpet-ator-s f]at-tj.c:ipatE~~

We ri2ed tt-12 ~ ..(se o{:: O{_l,'- +ull cOfnpleITlent o·F t-adio 'frequenc:ies in c~t'de!" to
assure a safe flying environment.

I c10 nCJt thir'l~; j.t is wise eJf the FCC to see~~ to im~)rove the
OpC·>I··,:;,t1.nq cDnclition::. oi:: t.h~",~ land mobilE! I·-a.clio U~;>:?t-~::· ,::\1::. t.he'! e;·q::)12 n<c:·(,,: ,',
radio co~tral modelers. The FCC may not think we are important as
business USE!~S of radios, but we have a very considerable investment in
C}~,!t- m(:)c:!Q~~:; a!-~c1 j.r'\ Ot.~l'- !'-acJio eqllirJn~er\t. T~\2 t'lcJbby pt~ovicjes mar1Y ~'lGL.tt-~;
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TI·1e 1·~onol·-2j:}le Gel~t·y Studds
% U.S. House o~ Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Deat" Mt- Studds:
FEB 0 519,05'

I am retired and derive many hours o~ enjoyme~t ~rom constructing
and operating radio cbntrolled model ai~plan~s.I' am very cpncerned
abc.ut pt-op8s"e!d t-ule's that" at-e "c'urt-,er:"~I y: undet~ consit;jet7at iOil by"the '; ':.

',FeClet-a.l Commu''''fca:t:ic;lllS Co"irimis,sion .(pct) .:·'The pt-oceedingis PR: Docket
9~-23$. 'If,ado~~ed, the new ~ules w{ll greatly reduc~ the usability o~
~t-equencies cut-t-ent I y a.ssigned -fat- model use .andinc'.t-ese the t- isk o-f
accidents .:\nd attendant liability -few contt-olling model a.it·planes~

Our radio control -frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used -for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control ~requencies in this band are ~ar enough
apart ~rom the land mobile -frequencies that we are able to share the
band without either use inter-fering with the other.

Now The FCC wants to create mot-e land mobile ~requencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobile ~t-equencies will move closer'fa the t-adio
control ~rquencies and cause inter-fe~ence to radio control operations.
I am told that o~ the 50 ~requencies that are now available ~or 'mOdel
airplanes, only 19 ~requencies will be le~t i~ these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety o-f the operators and bystanders and the
protection of pt-operty. Many o~ our safe~y precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control ~requEncies. If the
nu.mbet- o-j= u::,able ft-equencies is diminished as pt-oposed, by the FCC, the
remaining -frequencies will become congested and the margtn of safety
will be greatly reduced.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
10 ~eet and weigh as much as 40 pounds. The mo~els themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable o~ causing
property damage, serlous injury, OK even death i~ radio inter-ference
causes, loss of corft-rol o-f the ct-a~t. l,tJe o~ten -fly, OLtt" models at
organized events and contests where hundreds o~ operators participate.
We need the use o-f our -full complement o-f radio ~req~encies in order to
assure a sa-fe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions o-f the land mobile radio users a~ the expense o-f
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are important as
business u.sers o-f radios, but we have a very considerable investment in
our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours
o-f enjoyment to thousands o-f people like mysel-f and contributes to the
advanc~~ent and development o-f the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the saFe enjoyment o-f my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals ~or the 72-76 MHz band.

54 CEDAR ST.
EAST FALMOUTH.MA.02536


